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According to the Bible, baptism is given by Jesus as a divine command (Matt. 28:18-20).  Believers are 
immersed as an act of obedience in response to faith in Jesus Christ for the remission of sin and the 
gift of the Holy Spirit (I Peter 3:21; Acts 2:38).   

Why do we practice baptism?  
Jesus commanded it, and modeled it for us.  Jesus commanded us to “go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age.” (Matthew 28:18–20, TNIV) 

In the New Testament once a person made the choice to accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, 
believing that He came to die for our sins, was buried, and rose again, they were baptized.  Baptism 
was the normal and formal way any believer in the New Testament appealed to God for salvation. 

Above all, Jesus, and other writers of the New Testament make it abundantly clear that every person 
who believes in Him should be baptized as a way of publicly expressing their trust and commitment to 
follow Him.  

What is the meaning of baptism? 
Baptism is a believers way of appealing to the finished work of our salvation by Jesus through his 
sacrificial death on the cross.  The Apostle Paul described baptism as a picture of the death, burial and 
resurrection of Jesus.  

“Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were 
therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” (Romans 6:3–4, TNIV) 

In essence, baptism is a means of grace whereby a believer is reconnecting with Jesus and what he did 
to accomplish our salvation.  Baptism doesn't make you a believer - it shows that you already believe. 
The Bible teaches that faith in Christ is the source of our salvation. Baptism is the biblical response to 
saving grace… 

“having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in the 
working of God, who raised him from the dead.” (Colossians 2:12, TNIV) 

When Ananias told Paul of God’s special mission for him, Paul was told to respond to God’s saving 
grace in baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   “And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and 
wash your sins away, calling on his name.’” (Acts 22:16, TNIV) 
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Why does HCC practice baptism as immersion instead of sprinkling?  

In Scripture when a person was baptized the word used is baptizō, meaning "to dip."  Romans 6 
describes baptism as the experience of being united with the death, burial and resurrection of Christ 
resulting in new life.  Sprinkling as a means of baptism came long much later in history.  We encourage 
those who have been sprinkled (at any age) to be immersed as a more faithful response to God's 
grace.  

Do I have to take a class first to be baptized?  
The short answer is no.  We only ask for a profession of your faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God who 
died for our sins and rose again from the dead, and that you are in fact receiving Him as Lord (leader) 
and Savior (forgiver) of your life.  However, it is also great if you want to meet first and talk more about 
your decision to follow Christ.  

What if I was baptized as a baby?  
We realize that was an important part of your spiritual heritage, and most likely decided by your 
parents or someone else important in your life.  The Bible speaks of the experience of baptism as an 
act of faith in response to the knowledge that Jesus died as a sacrifice for our sins. (Acts 2.38, Romans 
6, Colossians 2.11-12)  Therefore, we believe it is appropriate for a person to be immersed as a way to 
publicly express their own faith in Christ, and be united in His death burial and resurrection (Romans 6 
3-4.)  

When should I be baptized?  
If you have faith that Jesus died for your sins and you desire to follow him, there is no reason to delay 
this important step of faith.  You can let one of the HCC staff know either by contacting the office, or by 
filling out a Communication Card on a Sunday.  Typically, we schedule baptisms during our Sundays 
worship services.  People often take the opportunity to invite family and friends to witness this special 
moment in their life.  We also plan special “Next Step Sundays” as a way to encourage people to this 
next step of faith in their walk with Christ. 

What about children?  
Although parents help bring their children to a point of wanting to choose to follow Christ, it should 
be the child’s decision to be baptized with the basic understanding that they are a sinner in need of a 
Savior.  At Heyworth Christian Church, we wait until children are old enough to believe and 
understand the true meaning of salvation before we baptize them.  

Should I be re-baptized?  
Baptism is represented in Scripture as a non-repeatable experience where a person places their faith in 
the work accomplished by Christ on the cross to secure our salvation.   We realize that there are some 
who desire to experience baptism a second time for various reasons.  We encourage anyone seeking to 
be re-baptized to speak with a HCC staff member or Elder.   
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Do I need to be baptized again to be a member of HCC?  
No, as long as it was a baptism by immersion.  

What do I wear?  
You can either wear what you have on or we suggest shorts (or swimming shorts) and a dark t-shirt.  
You are welcome to bring a towel but they will also be provided.  

What happens after I am baptized?  
We encourage you to join a small group as a next step following your commitment to Christ.  This is a 
great place to begin growing spiritually with others.  Also, you should begin reading God’s word 
regularly.  A helpful resource is youversion.com.  There you can choose from many different Bible 
reading plans, and even download the app on your mobile device.   

If you have questions with any part of your decision to follow Christ, please contact Heyworth 
Christian Church at 309.473.2771, or info@heyworthcc.com.   
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